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the King, begging to be released from his duties, and
frankly stated that, in the state he was, if some relief
was not afforded him, everything would go wrong and
perish. He always left a large margin to his letters,
and upon this the King generally wrote his reply.
Chamillart showed me this letter when it came hack
to him, and 1 saw upon it with great surprise, in the
handwriting of the King, this short note; " Well! let
us perish together."

The necessity for money had now become so j^reat,
that all sorts of means were adopted to obtain it,
Amongst other things, a tax was established upon
baptisms and marriages. This tax was extremely
onerous and odious. The result of it was a strange
confusion. Poor people, and many of humble means,
baptised their children themselves, withc.ni! carrying
them to the church, and were married at. hnrm* by
reciprocal consent and before witnesses, when they
could find no priest who would marry them wilhwit
formality. In consequence of this there were* no
longer any baptismal extracts; no longer any certainty
as to baptisms or births; and the children of the mar-
riages solemnised in the way 1 have slated above were
illegitimate in the eyes of the law. Researches and
rigours in respect to abuses so prejudicial were re-
doubled therefore; that is to say, they were redoubknl
for the purpose of collecting the tax.

From public cries and^ murmurs the people in some
places passed to sedition. Matters went so far at
Cahors, that two battalions which were there had great
difficulty in holding the town against the armed peas-
ants ; and troops intended for Spain were obliged to he